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Foreword
Time flies. 75 years have passed since our first Victory salute and now there are
not many war veterans left. Even the post-war generation, for whom the Great
Patriotic War is now a distant past, have already grown up and so we want to
remind today’s young people about some of the heroes who sacrificed
themselves for our present and future. They lived, learned and worked in our
Kostroma oblast. They had families and friends here but when the enemy
attacked our Motherland, they went to the front to defend it without hesitating.
Those who remained in the rear worked selflessly for those at the front; for the
Victory.
In this book, children can read about some of those heroes from Kostroma
oblast. We want young people to be proud of them just as we are proud of our
homeland. But because we also want our children to improve their English, we
are using the English language to describe the heroic deeds done by those who
represented the people of the Kostroma oblast.
Remember!
In centuries, in years – remember!
About those who has never come!
Remember!
R. Rozhdestvensky
On the 9th of May, we celebrate Russia’s greatest holiday – the Victory Day.
Our country paid a great price for the Victory in the Great Patriotic War in
which we lost over 20 million people. Whilst many European countries were
overrun by the enemy in a very short time, the Soviet Union continued to fight,
together with its allies, against the fascist German state and our country
eventually defeated the enemy thanks to the great dedication of its people.
Throughout the history they always showed their best qualities, those of
patriotism, willingness and self-sacrifice when our country was in need. The
land of Kostroma has always been proud of its people and when the Great
Patriotic War began, two hundred and sixty thousand people from Kostroma
oblast went to the front. Half of them did not come back. We know that they
fought heroically at the front because around one hundred thousand people
received orders and medals for their valour. Thirty people became holders of all
three degrees of the Honorable Order of Glory and one hundred and sixty
people were awarded the title “Hero of the Soviet Union” for their selfless
actions. We should always be thankful to those people who brought peace and
freedom, not only to our Motherland but to many European countries too. We
should remember their names and we should speak about their heroic deeds
because it is said that people who do not remember their history, have no future.
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PART I

Kostroma and its people’s life during the Great Patriotic War
Before you start…
 When did the Great Patriotic War take place?
 What role did Kostroma play in this war?
 What do you know about the people’s life during the war?

Figures of Victory. Kostroma in the war: how did we win?
Every fourth Kostroma citizen left
for the front during the Great
Patriotic War, 220 of our fellow
townsmen became Heroes of the
Soviet Union. Numbers can tell us
of the Victory no less than the
longest story.
On June 22, 1941, most Kostroma
people learned about the beginning
of the war. However, our local
newspaper published this news only
on June 23.
1424 applications with the demand
to send them to the front came from
the citizens of Kostroma in only one
day – June 23.
260 thousand Kostroma people left
for the front. This is almost every
fourth resident of the region.
Kostroma collected 350 thousand
items of warm clothes for those in
need during the war years.
10 military divisions were formed in
our region.
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13 thousand Kostroma citizens went to build defence constructions near
Moscow.
10 thousand children from
besieged Leningrad were
evacuated to Kostroma. Many
Kostroma residents took kids
to their families right at the
station.
70% of the wounded soldiers
who were treated in military
hospitals of the Kostroma
region returned to the front.
115
thousand
Kostroma
citizens died at the front
during the Great Patriotic War.
Around
100
thousand
Kostroma people received
orders and awards.
220
Kostroma
citizens
received the title of Heroes of
the Soviet Union during the
war years.

May 9, 1945. Kostroma

We remember our Heroes! We take pride in them!
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Kostroma is a God–protected city
During the Great Patriotic War, a lot of cities were
destroyed by bombing. We know that Yaroslavl, a
city close to Kostroma, was bombed by the
Germans many times but Kostroma was not.
Why? No one knows the exact answer. According
to the official version there were no strategic
objects in our city while Yaroslavl was one of the
strategic centers. Another version, tells us of a
woman of Hitler’s circle who was secretly
sympathetic to Kostroma as the cradle of the
Romanov dynasty. Having a close contact with Goering, the minister of
aviation, she discouraged him to bomb our city. But there is one more
version. People believe that Kostroma is a God-protected city thanks to
the miracle-working icon of Fedorovskaya Mother of God. The icon
miraculously appeared in Kostroma in the 13th century and since then
the city has been under its protection. Eyewitnesses who survived the
war remember one day in October 1941. On that day they heard the
terrible sound of air raid warning and realized that the Nazis were flying
to bomb the city. The sky above the Volga and beyond the Volga was
red and black – Yaroslavl was burning after the bombing. German
bombers were approaching Kostroma. They flew to the Volga and
suddenly turned and flew away without dropping a single bomb. Was it
a miracle? What did prevent the fascist pilots from bombing the city?
We can only guess. People say on that very day the icon of
Fedorovskaya Mother of God was put on the foundation of the
Assumption cathedral destroyed several years before the war. It was the
highest place on the bank of the Volga. They also say that local party
leaders had secretly come to the priests the day before and asked them to
pray and beg the blessed virgin to save Kostroma. You can believe these
stories or not but the fact is that during the Great Patriotic War, not a
single bomb fell on our city.
Answer the questions:
1. Do you agree that the Germans did not bomb Kostroma during the
war because there were no important objects to bomb?
2. Why did the woman of Hitler’s circle want to save our city?
3. Why is Kostroma called a God-protected city? Can you tell any
interesting facts from the history to prove it?
6

4. Do people believe that the event happened in October 1941 was a
miracle? Why?
5. What did local party leaders ask the priests to do?
6. What story is true in your opinion? Why?
Key-words:
1. bomb – бомба, бомбить
2. bomber – бомбардировщик
3. discourage – отговаривать, отсоветовать
4. God-protected city – богохранимый город
5. miracle-working icon – чудотворная икона
6. eyewitness – очевидец, свидетель
7. to survive the war – пережить войну
8. air raid warning – воздушная тревога
9. Assumption cathedral – Успенский собор
10. Blessed Virgin – Пресвятая Богородица

Kostroma industry during the Great Patriotic War
Kostroma has played an important role throughout the history of Russia
but this year we are going to celebrate the 75th anniversary of the great
victory over the fascist state of Germany. The Great Patriotic War was
an ordeal for the whole of our country. Kostroma was a rear city during
the war and it did a lot for the front, for the victory. All of our industries
were converted to war-time production and Kostroma factories began to
manufacture things which they had never made before but were vital for
the troops on the front line. By the end of 1941 local machining factories
had been converted to make trigger mechanisms for machine-guns,
projectiles, mines, different kinds of bombs and ammunition. In 1942
the production of mine-sweeper boats, snowmobiles, anti-tank mine
casings began. The Kostroma timber mills were given a special task of
producing skis which were needed at the front. The State Defense
Committee also gave the textile factories the vital task of producing,
among many other things, tarpaulin, parachute straps, parachute silk,
machine-gun belts, and, of course, bandages. Kostroma scientists were
working for the war as well: they discovered a way to make explosives
from textile factory waste. During the war, the production at our local
enterprises doubled when compared with pre-war time. It was due to the
7

heroic work of our hard-working people who did everything possible to
bring the victory closer. They, too, were real patriots of our country.
I. Match the words from the columns A and B:
A:
B:
ordeal –
тыл
rear –
перестроиться на…
to be converted to… –
траловый катер
trigger-mechanism for… –
суровое испытание
projectile –
боеприпасы
ammunition –
спусковой механизм для…
mine-sweeper boat –
аэросани
machine-gun –
снаряд
snowmobile –
пулемёт
timber mill –
перевязочный материал
tarpaulin –
лесозавод
bandage –
взрывчатое вещество
explosive –
брезент
II. Complete the sentences:
1. Kostroma was a … city during the Great Patriotic War.
2. The factories were converted to …
3. The timber mills were to produce … for the front.
4. Trigger-mechanism, projectiles, mines, ammunition were made at …
5. Scientists discovered the way to make explosive from …
6. The production of bandage, tarpaulin, …, …, … was organized at …
7. They began producing mine sweeper boats and anti-tank mine
casings in …

Kostroma land as a home for refugees
In any time of troubles, a lot of people have to leave their homes
becoming refugees. At the beginning of the Great Patriotic War, the
Soviet Army suffered defeat and a significant part of the European
territory of the USSR was occupied by the enemy. The evacuation of
people and enterprises to the rear regions of the country was very
important to save people’s lives and continue working for the front.
Kostroma became one of the places where thousands of people from
8

different parts of the Soviet
Union found their second
home. Railway stations of
Kostroma, Bui, Sharya
became evacuation centers.
People worked day and
night meeting trains with
evacuated people. It was a
hard job as they were to
organize feeding and first
aid for the arriving people,
to send orphaned children to
children’s homes and to
give those children who had
been left behind by the train
back to their mothers. They
were also to send sick
people to hospitals and to
draw up papers for those
who died on the way. Then
Kostroma authorities (the
Defence committee, the
Executive committee, and
the Party committee) took care of the evacuated giving them a job, a
place to live, food-cards and some financial help. At that time local
collective farms did a lot to provide people with food. Special attention
was paid to the children evacuated from Leningrad. 37 children’s homes,
28 kindergartens, 8 schools, and other establishments were evacuated to
Kostroma land. The children were in terrible condition. They were so
weak that they could hardly speak. Most of the evacuated children were
placed in the countryside and collective farms took children’s homes
under their patronage. Kostroma land became home for more than 6
thousand children from Leningrad and its area.
Most of the local population took evacuation as a national disaster and
did everything possible to help the evacuated. They shared homes with
them, gave them food and clothes. Although the evacuation caused
enormous difficulties, diseases, and deaths, its main aim was achieved –
a lot of people’s lives were saved.
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Answer the questions:
1. Why did thousands of refugees appear in our country during the war?
2. Why did Kostroma become the second home for the evacuated?
3. What were the responsibilities of people working in the evacuation
centers?
4. What did local authorities do for the evacuated people?
5. Whom was special attention paid to?
6. What qualities did Soviet people show in difficult times?
Key-words:
1. refugee – беженец
2. evacuation center – эвакуационный центр
3. to suffer defeat – терпеть поражение
4. first aid – первая медицинская помощь
5. to place – размещать
6. orphaned children – осиротевшие дети
7. to be left behind by the train – отстать от поезда
8. to draw up papers – оформить документы
9. food-card – продовольственная карточка
10. to take under patronage – взять шефство

Daily life of teachers of Kostroma region
in the years of the Great Patriotic War
I. Look at the pictures. What do you expect to read about? Read
and check.
With the outbreak of the Great
Patriotic War, the number of
teachers decreased significantly.
Hundreds of teachers either were
called up for military service or
joined the Army voluntarily.
Besides, some of the teachers were
sent to strengthen orphanages and
boarding schools, the number of
which rapidly increased at the
beginning of the War.
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When the War began, the teachers’ public and political obligations
increased. According to the administrative circular of 28 June 1941,
teachers were assigned many tasks that had to be completed as soon as
possible.
First of all, it was about the
realization of the government’s
order of general education. All
children from 8 to 15 years old
had to attend school. Each
teacher was assigned an area in
a city or village where they
annually were to make a list of
children who should go to
school. Thanks to Kostroma
teachers the government’s program was put into operation in time. To
complete this task, some teachers had to teach pupils at home in their
free time, otherwise, the responsibility for not fulfilling the
government’s program was very strict. Teachers constantly had to work
overtime at the expense of their sleep and rest.
Secondly, the personal example of teachers was considered to play a
crucial role in educating the civic and patriotic feelings of children and
teenagers. The teachers’ behavior and actions were often discussed at
meetings of party organizations in schools.
Thirdly, since almost all pupils and their parents worked or helped at
factories, teachers themselves had to organize preparations for the
educational process in the winter. Teachers organized winterization of
schools, preparing firewood, repairing and making school equipment
and blackout facilities, building bomb shelters, and cleaning the rooms.
During the years of the Great Patriotic War, teachers acted as organizers
of political and educational work in rural areas among collective
farmers by reading reports, having personal conversations on various
political and educational topics.
So, despite all the difficulties, Kostroma teachers, like all Soviet people,
contributed a great deal to the victory over fascist Germany. The
teachers’ main concern over the wartime years was the future of our
country.
II. Read the article again and answer the questions:
1. Why did the number of teachers decrease?
2. What were the teachers’ obligations during the War?
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3. What did the government’s order of general education mean?
4. Why did teachers have to prepare schools for the winter themselves?
5. What was the teachers’ most important interest during the Great
Patriotic War?
III. Match the highlighted words with their synonyms below:
Very much – grew – country – very quickly – dropped – important –
done – worry – every year.
IV. Find information about a teacher / teachers in your school who
worked during the Great Patriotic War. You can include: date/place
of birth, when they started working as a teacher, obligations during
the War, life during the War, and your own ideas and attitudes. Tell
the class.

School during the Great Patriotic War
I. What do you know about schools and school life during the Great
Patriotic War? Read the article. Which piece(s) of information do
you find most impressive?
School during the Great
Patriotic War was in a difficult
situation. Teachers had to work
in very poorly lit and heated
classrooms. To save kerosene,
teachers
themselves
made
home-made lamps. They had to
save
on
matches,
too.
Sometimes there wasn’t enough
firewood. Because of lack of ink
and other teaching materials, teachers and pupils often wrote on snow,
on old newspapers and books between the lines. There were no
notebooks or pens. Pupils made ink themselves using alder cones or
beet. Maya Ivanovna Petrova, who went to school in 1943, recalled: “In
winter it was very cold in the classroom. The teacher, dressed in a coat,
gathered us around her. There was one ABC book for all pupils. And at
school, with this single copy of an ABC book, she taught us to read.
There were no notebooks, pencils or pens at all. We made our pens. We
made ink from beets, clay, and soot. We took old books and made
12

notebooks from them, and then learnt to write between lines and letters”.
Pencils were cut into pieces so that every pupil could have a pencil.
The material and technical resources of almost all schools in the
Kostroma region were unsatisfactory. They did not receive enough
money to acquire educational literature and visual aids. There was only a
blackboard, school desks, chalk and geographical maps in classrooms,
and teachers tried to buy the things they needed themselves.
It was very difficult to study, but the pupils worked hard because they
wanted to study!
II. How did you feel after reading this article? Choose from the list
below and explain your feeling(s):
Scared – excited – relaxed – angry – miserable – upset – confused –
amused – depressed.
III. Put yourself into the picture above. Where are you? Who are
you with? Do you like it? Tell the class.
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PART II

Heroes of Kostroma land
Before you start…
 What heroes of Kostroma do you know?
 Do you know any of the people in the photos below?
 How do you feel when you look at these photos? Why?

We remember our Heroes! We take pride in them!
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Yury Vasilyevich Smirnov
Yury Smirnov’s name is known all over the
country. He was born in Makaryev – a small
town of Kostroma region and when the war
began he enlisted in the army and fought as
a common soldier in the Vitebsk area. In
June 1944 the troops of the 3rd Belarussian
front, where Yury served, went on the
offensive and on the 24th of June he took
part in a night infantry and tank raid as a
volunteer. When our tanks broke into the
enemy rear he was riding on a tank. He was
wounded and fell from the tank’s armour
and was captured by German soldiers. The
fascist soldiers wanted to know the Russain
attack plan and, although he was cruelly tortured while under
interrogation, they couldn’t make him speak. Faithful to his soldier’s
oath he didn’t say a word under torture and they eventually crucified the
young soviet soldier on the wall of the dugout; he was only nineteen
years old. Yury Smirnov was posthumously awarded the title “Hero of
the Soviet Union” and his heroic deed inspired the people of the
Kostroma region to collect money to build a tank column named after
him so that the name of this hero would continue to live and to fight.
You can find a monument to Yury Smirnov in the central square of the
village in Orsha district where he was buried and streets, both in
Kostroma and Makaryev as well as in many other towns and villages,
are named in his honour. The name of Yuri Smirnov is forever
remembered, and held in great respect, by the members of the military
unit in which he served.
I. Find English equivalents:
Быть призванным в армию, служить рядовым, идти в наступление,
пехотно-танковый рейд, ворваться в тыл врага, жестоко пытать,
быть верным присяге, распять на стене блиндажа, зачислить в
списки навечно, назвать в честь героя.
II. Tell your English friend about the heroic deed of Yury Smirnov
using the key words given above. Share your opinion why the Soviet
Union won the war.
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Ivan Gavrilovich Kharchin
Ivan Harchin was born in the village of
Maloye Andreikovo of the Kostroma
region. You can still see his house with its
memorial plate on the wall in the village.
During the Great Patriotic War, the rank of
captain, he fought bravely on the 2nd
Belarussian front and was awarded the
orders of the Red Banner and the Red Star
for his heroism. In January 1945 the troops
of the 2nd Belorussian front arrived at the
Baltic sea coast. The left flank of the front
went to the Visla river. Their orders were
to capture the ground at the mouth of the
river; clearing the area of the enemy. Being a sapper battalion
commander, Harchin organized the river crossing operation under heavy
enemy fire and our infantry made a successful crossing, landing on the
other side of the Visla. This fearless officer lead from the front inspiring
his soldiers to follow him into the attack. The fascists were defeated but
Ivan was hit by an enemy bullet and died. Ivan Harchin was killed in the
battle of the Visla Bank and was buried in the city of Oliva (which is
now in the territory of Gdansk in Poland). In June 1945 he was
posthumously awarded the title, “Hero of the Soviet Union” and his
name has given to one of the schools in his native Kostroma region.
Rewrite the sentences in the active:
1. The Germans were defeated by the Soviet troops.
2. The strategically important target must be taken by a small assault
group.
3. The river crossing was successfully done.
4. He was given the highest award by the Soviet government.
5. The hero will be always remembered by our thankful descendants.
6. The soldiers were inspired to rush into the attack.
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Vadim Vasilyevich Knyazev
He dreamed of becoming a sailor or a
shipbuilder, but the war began and he was
sent to tank school. Soviet tanks worked
wonders at the front and the German generals
highly appreciated the quality of Soviet tanks
but the one thing they did not take into
account was the skill and courage of Soviet
tank soldiers. Vadim Knyazev was a great
soldier. He fought in the territories of
Belorussia, Latvia, Lithuania, and Eastern
Prussia as a tank commander. Although he
was twice burned in damaged tanks, his
fearlessness in battle surprised his fellow
soldiers. One day in October 1944 as a young
lieutenant he was given a special task which was to break through the
German defence and seize a bridge across the Krazhenta river. So, late at
night, his assault group of two tanks with nine submachine gunners
riding on the armour left a small Lithuanian village and rushed to the
front line. The Germans were shocked and surprised when the tanks
passed over the mined bridge and they opened withering fire.
Approximately fifty German soldiers and officers were killed and a great
deal of enemy fighting equipment was destroyed. The small assault team
then managed to hold the bridge and fought-off twenty-two enemy
attacks during the twelve hours before our troops came to support them.
Vadim Knyazev was wounded in that battle and in January 1945 he was
posthumously awarded the title “Hero of the Soviet Union” because on
the 26th of January 1945, his tank had hit a mine during a battle on the
outskirts of Konigsberg (which is now called Kaliningrad). An obelisk
was erected on the grave of this brave tank commander and one of the
streets in Kaliningrad and a street in his home city of Kostroma are
named after him. Furthermore, not far from the central square in
Kostroma, the small wooden house where Vadim Knyazev lived is
preserved and a memorial plate on its wall reminds us of him.
I. Answer the questions:
1. Why did his dream of becoming a sailor or a shipbuilder, never come
true?
2. What did the enemy think about Soviet tanks and tank soldiers?
17

3. What task was given to the assault team?
4. What do you think was the most amazing part of the battle for the
bridge?
5. Did the Vadim know about his high award?
6. Do people remember Vadim Knyazev’s heroism?
II. Find synonyms to the underlined words.

Dmitry Konstantinovich Ushkov
Dmitry Ushkov was born in a village in the
Kostroma region. When the war began he was
sent to the front near Leningrad and served as
a machine-gunner. He was also a Komsomol
organizer. In June 1944 the company in which
Dmitry served was given the order to break
through enemy defenses and take the high
ground in the direction of Leningrad. He went
to the front of the attack. As our soldiers ran
into open space, the enemy machine-gun
opened withering fire. Without pausing,
Dmitry rushed forward towards its bunker and
threw a hand grenade. The machine gun
became silent for a moment but soon
continued to rain-down heavy fire. Dimitry threw himself onto the
German pill-box, blocking the machine-gun with his own chest and the
machine-gun choked. The rest of his company was able to rush into
attack. For his self-sacrifice in the battle, Dmitry Ushkov was
posthumously awarded the title, “Hero of the Soviet Union”; he was
only 21 years old. His heroic deed will never be forgotten for, in the
village where he was born, Galich, and also in Leningrad (now
St. Petersburg), streets are named after him.
Rewrite the sentences in the passive:
1. We should always remember our heroes.
2. He didn’t say a single word under torture.
3. He organized the river crossing operation under heavy enemy fire.
4. Thankful people gave the names of the heroes to towns, streets and
schools.
18

5. The tank soldiers had been fighting-off enemy attacks for12 hours
before our troops came.
6. He had to block the machine-gun for the company to be able to rush
an attack.
7. We shall never forget his heroic deed.

Yury Sergeevich Belenogov
Before the war, Yury Belenogov worked at
the Kostroma excavator plant as a toolmaker, as did his father. He was very
interested in technology and in 1942 he was
sent to technical school. After a year Yury
received the rank of Second Lieutenant and
went to the Western front as a Tank
Commander. In August 1943 the main task
for the regiment where he served was to free
Smolensk and push the German troops as far
as possible away from Moscow. On the 2nd
of September during the attack near a village
in the Yelnya region his tank stormed the
enemy position destroying the German
troops and their equipment but soon the tank was set on fire. The crew
left the tank and was surrounded by the enemy and fighting began. The
forces were unequal but the tank soldiers fought to the last drop of blood
but when all his crew were killed Yury continued to fight alone until he
ran out of bullets and the Germans rushed to capture the Soviet officer
alive. Yury allowed them to approach and then pulled the cotter pin out
of a grenade. He blew himself up along with the German soldiers. This
young commander sacrificed his life but did not give up and for his
heroism, Yury Belenogov was awarded the title of “Hero of the Soviet
Union”. We will never forget our heroes because they still live-on in the
names of streets and schools; we put flowers on their monuments and we
make up poems and songs about their heroic deeds. There is a street
named after Yury Belenogov in Kostroma, the city where he was born
and lived.
Complete the sentences. Fill in the gaps with the words in the
correct form:
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(Win, free, fight (2), spare, rush, capture, throw, blow up, sacrifice,
surround, leave.)
1. The main aim was … the enemy and … our Motherland.
2. Soviet tankers … at the front not … their lives.
3. The Germans … ahead in order … the officer.
4. He … some grenades … their military equipment.
5. The hero … himself … to the last drop of blood.
6. The crew was … by the enemies.
7. The crew had to … the burning tank.

Alexey Konstantinovich Golubkov
Alexey Golubkov was born in a village in
the Kostroma area. When his family moved
to the city of Kostroma he worked at the
Kostroma excavator factory. As he was a
good worker, he was a respected man at the
plant. In August 1942 Alexey went to the
front and, as a communication officer in the
artillery battalion, he often had to reconnect telephone wires under enemy fire.
1944 was the year of the Soviet army
triumph. The Soviet troops had defeated the
enemy in Belorussia and eventually arrived
at the Lithuanian border. It was here that the
sub-unit in which Alexey served was given the important task of taking
a strategic point which would cut-off the path of the retreating enemy.
The soldiers attacked but a church surrounded by a stone wall still
remained in the hands of the enemy and as soon as our soldiers tried to
seize it by assault, the enemy machine-guns opened-up laying down
withering fire. The situation was saved by Alexey Golubkov. Un-noticed
by the enemy, he crawled to the church under the cover of artillery fire.
He scrambled over the wall and destroyed the machine-guns by
throwing grenades from their rear. It was a brave and risky plan but
Alexey and his comrade managed to fulfil it. Inspired by their heroism
the battalion rushed to the attack and the Germans started to retreat in
panic. Sadly, during the pursuit of the enemy, Alexsey was killed and he
was buried in Belarussian territory in the Vitebsk region. An obelisk
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now marks his grave. In March 1945, Alexsey Golubkov was awarded
the title “Hero of the Soviet Union’’ and his name preserved in the list of
his military unit. His name has been given to streets in Kostroma,
Sudislavl and also in the village which looks after his grave.
Answer the questions:
1. Why was 1944 considered to be the year of Soviet army triumph?
2. What was the task given to the sub-unit in which Golubkov served?
3. Why was it difficult to capture the church?
4. How did Alexsey Golubkov save the situation?
5. What happened to Alexey?
6. What award did he receive?
7. In what way have people honoured his heroic deed?

Alexander Alexandrovich Novikov (1900—1976)
Alexander Alexandrovich Novikov was the
Chief Marshal of the Aviation for the Soviet
Air Force during Russia’s involvement in
World War II. He was twice given the title of
Hero of the Soviet Union, as well as other
Soviet decorations.
Novikov was born in Kryukovo, a village near
Nerekhta, in the Kostroma Region. He made
his glorious military way culminating in his
promotion from the Air Force commander of
the Leningrad Military District to the Chief
Marshal of Aviation. During the Great
Patriotic War he was Commander in chief of the USSR Air Force where
he used his strength, energy, and knowledge to make the Soviet Air
Force stronger, which brought one victory after another.
As a gifted air force commander, and one of the leading men of the
Soviet armed forces, Novikov was involved in nearly all of the exploits
of the Air Force during World War II and was at the forefront of
developments in command, control and air combat techniques. However
after the war, in April 1946, Novikov was arrested by order of the
Politburo, and sentenced to five years in a labour camp. Novikov was
released on June 29, 1953, and reinstated as Chief Marshal of Aviation,
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where he continued to put his ideas into practice. He later became an
avionics teacher and writer until his death.
A monument to A. A. Novikov by Vuchetich E. and Belopolskiy Y.
stands in Komsomolskaya square, Kostroma. It was unveiled on
November 6, 1958 and on November 13, 1980, Volnaya Street in
Kostroma was renamed Marshal Novikov Street and in the town of
Nerekhta, there is a square named after him.

Monument to A. Novikov
in Kostroma

Square of A. Novikov
in Nerekhta

I. Give Russian equivalents to the following words and word
combinations:
Aviation, title, gifted, armed forces, combat techniques, nearly, involve,
strength, development, reinstate, release, erect a monument.
II. Give English equivalents to the following words and phrases:
Герой Советского Союза, военачальник, играть ведущую роль в
чем-либо, быть арестованным, быть приговоренным к чему-либо,
трудовой лагерь, воплотить идеи на практике.
III. Read the sentences and say TRUE or FALSE:
1. Alexander Novikov was born in Kostroma.
2. He twice received the title of Hero of the Soviet Union.
3. He wanted to see the Soviet aviation become strong and powerful.
4. After the war he returned to his hometown.
5. He spent six years in a labour camp.
6. Unfortunately, in Kostroma, you can’t find a street named in honor
of Marshal Novikov.
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IV. Choose one of the places related to A. A. Novikov and tell your
partner about it. Make your description comprehensive by
including more details.

Peter Dorofeevich Shcherbina (9.01.1926—26.08.1981)
Peter Dorofeevich Shcherbina was born into a
large family in the village of Skelka, the
Zaporizhia region, Ukraine in 1926. At school,
he showed good learning abilities and
exemplary behavior. When the war began, he
was only fifteen years old but events from April
30 to May 2, 1945 mark a heroic and glorious
page in the biography of Peter Scherbina. He
was the man who raised the first flag at the
Reichstag in Berlin. Peter Dorofeevich later
recalled that at that time they did not know that
they were the first or that this banner would become the Banner of
Victory. In this (see the photo below) old amateur photograph we can
see a young, black-browed man with a bandage on his head; it is Peter
Shcherbina just after the assault of the Reichstag. In the square in front
of the Reichstag, Junior Sergeant Peter Dorofeevich Shcherbina was
awarded the Order of the Red Banner.
After the Great Patriotic War, Peter Dorofeevich came to live in the city
of Kostroma and in 1956 he started working as a fitter at the Kostroma
textile machinery factory. He worked there for 25 years and by the
beginning of the 1980s, he had become a city
council deputy and had received government
awards for his work at the factory. He died
on 26 August 1981.
In 1983, the street which stretched from
Lokomotivnaya Street to Stankostroitelnaya
Street was re-named as Peter Shcherbina
Street in his honour and which is decorated
with his memorial plaque.
The museum of School № 25 is also named
after him. It holds a collection of rare
photographs showing both the war years and
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peacetime and these pictures tell the life story of Peter Dorofeevich
Shcherbina who still lives in the memory of relatives and friends and
within the history of Kostroma.
I. Match the words/ phrases in bold with their meanings below:
Remembered, ideal, keeps, not professional, attack, great.
II. Fill in: government, page, war, behavior, photograph, memorial.
Make your sentences with these phrases:
1. Exemplary …
2. … plaque
3. ... awards
4. Glorious …
5. Old, amateur …
6. ... years
III. Read the article again and mark the sentences T (True) or F
(False):
1. Peter Shcherbina was born in the Kostroma region.
2. He was nineteen years old when the Great Patriotic war ended.
3. Peter received the Order of the Red Banner immediately after the
attack on the Reichstag.
4. He died in Kostroma.
5. The street which bears the name of Peter Shcherbina appeared in
Kostroma in the end of 1990s.
IV. Imagine you are a radio presenter; use the information in the
article to tell the class about Peter Shcherbina.

Alexander Vasilievich Skvortsov (17.08.1901 — 19.12.1948)
In the Soldiers’ Cemetery in Kostroma, there is a
monument to those soldiers who died in the Great
Patriotic war. Not far from it one can see the
grave of Hero of the Soviet Union – Alexander
Vasilievich Skvortsov.
Alexander Skvortsov was born in 1901 in the
village of Sonino, Kostroma Region, into a
peasant family. In February 1918, at the age of
17, Skvortsov went to defend the young Soviet
republic and from that time until his death, more
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than 30 years later, he served faithfully in the Soviet Army, earning
promotion from soldier to general.
After the Сivil war, Skvortsov decided to stay in the service of the Red
Army. He started studying a lot, by himself, preparing for a place in the
military academy.
When the Great Patriotic war began Skvortsov and his rifle division
went to the front. He fought in the Battle of Stalingrad, the Battle of
Kursk, the crossing operations of the Dnepr River and the liberation of
Eastern European countries. You can see in his photograph that
Alexander Skvortsov received many different medals and decorations.
When the Great Patriotic War ended, Alexander Skvortsov continued his
service in the Army. Being a talented commander and military general
he was a vivid example to both young soldiers and officers of selfless
service to both homeland and people.
After a long and serious illness, on December 19, 1948, “Hero of the
Soviet Union” A. V. Skvortsov died in Moscow and his body was
brought to Kostroma and buried in the Soldiers’ cemetery on December
23.
Many years have passed but the
memory of the Hero-General
lives-on. In one of the halls of
the majestic memorial complex
“Mamaev Kurgan” in Stalingrad,
there is a large photo portrait of
General A. V. Skvortsov and on
March 15, 1973, one of the
streets in Kostroma was named
after him.
I. Read the article and answer the questions:
1. Where was Alexander Skvortsov born?
2. What did Alexander Skvortsov do before the Great Patriotic war?
3. What battles did Skvortsov participate in?
4. What did Skvortsov decide to do after the Great Patriotic war?
5. When did he die?
6. Where was Skvortsov buried?
II. Match the words in bold to their meanings, then use them in
sentences of your own:
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In a loyal way or a way that can be trusted, a place for burying the dead,
protect, real, a poor person of low social status who works on the land,
magnificent, impressive.
III. Read the article again and match the words to form phrases.
Then use the phrases to complete the sentences:
1. vivid
a. cemetery
2. serious
b. faithfully
3. soldier’s
c. example
4. peasant
d. complex
5. memorial
e. family
6. served
f. illness
1. A … of that is the conflict in Abkhazia, Georgia.
2. Depression could be a symptom of a … .
3. There is a big … in Stalingrad, which attracts a lot of visitors every
year.
4. My grandfather was buried in the ... in this city.
5. In his book he describes the life of a … so vividly.
6. He received all these awards because he … his motherland … .
IV. What kind of person would you call a hero? Discuss with a
partner.
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PART III

Monuments to the Great Patriotic War and its Heroes
in Kostroma and Kostroma region
 What is the name of each monument?
 Do you know where these monuments are located?
 What is each monument dedicated to?
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Memorial “Eternal Flame”

I. Look at the Memorial and tell the class:
 where it is situated;
 to whom the memorial is dedicated;
 what figures you see on the high pedestal;
 what the ever-burning fire symbolizes;
 how many soldiers and officers are buried here;
 where they are from;
 what you can read on the granite slabs;
 how people honour the memory of heroes;
 what the main idea of the memorial is.
II. Read the text and find out the information you do not know.
Eternal flame is a symbol of the eternal memory people have for those
who gave their lives for the Motherland. In spite of the fact that
Kostroma was a city in the rear during the Great Patriotic War, it has its
own “Eternal flame” military memorial. It is situated in the old city
cemetery and is dedicated to the soldiers who died in Kostroma
hospitals. During the war there were about 50 hospitals in the Kostroma
region, 19 of them were located in our city. Wounded soldiers were
brought to our hospitals from different fronts and many of them
recovered and went back to fight. Those who died from wounds were
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buried in a special place in the city cemetery. You can read the names of
more than 800 soldiers and officers carved in golden letters on the
granite slabs of the memorial.
The statues of a Mother laying a wreath and a soldier frozen in the
moment of silence stand on the high pedestal. “Nobody is forgotten,
nothing is forgotten” – these words are carved in stone on both sides of
the monument. At the bottom of the monument there is a bronze star
with its ever-burning fire of eternal glory to the fallen heroes. Five
cartridges filled with earth and brought from the battle fields where
Kostroma soldiers died, were buried to the right of the monument.
Every year on Victory Day people bring flowers here. It is also the
starting place of the solemn procession of the Immortal Regiment.
Thousands of people with portraits of those who died in the war come to
the memorial and then walk along the Peace Avenue. It means that those
who gave their lives for our future are always with us; they will always
live in our hearts and in our memory.
III. Find Russian equivalents:
It is dedicated, eternal memory, died from wounds, carved on the granite
slabs, frozen in the moment of silence, Immortal Regiment, solemn
procession, fire of eternal glory, earth from the battle fields.

Monument of Glory

29

On the 9th 0f May 1972 the Monument of Glory was opened in
Kostroma. The creators of the monument are the sculptors Baburin and
Levitskaya. The monument is dedicated to Soviet soldiers who saved not
only our country but many of other countries in Europe and Asia, from
fascist slavery. The sculptors have depicted a Soviet soldier saving a
young boy as a symbol of our future. It is not a monument to sorrow but
a monument of an appeal to keep peace in the world. Five cartridges
with the earth from the battle-fields where soldiers from the Kostroma
region fell are walled up in the pedestal of the monument. On the 9 th of
May veterans of the Great Patriotic War come to this monument to pay
tribute to those who fell in the war.
Share your opinion:
1. Why do we erect monuments to our heroes?
2. Why did the Soviet Union win the Great Patriotic War?
3. What were the main characteristics which people must have had to
win the war?
4. Why did Soviet people sacrifice their lives for the sake of the
Motherland?
5. Why can we say that the monument of Glory is the appeal to peace?

The Alley of Hero Commanders in Kostroma

On August 13, 2006, on the day of the celebration of the 75th
anniversary of the Great Patriotic War in the Kostroma region, the Alley
of Heroes was opened in Dzerzhinsky Street in Kostroma. Bronze busts
of Heroes of the Soviet Union, who made a great contribution to the
victory in the Great Patriotic War, have since been installed.
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The Alley of Heroes commenced in December 2017 with the unveiling
of the bust of Marshal of the Soviet Union, twice Hero of the Soviet
Union, Alexander Vasilevsky. In summer 2019 another five busts of
military leaders who were born or were related to the Kostroma region
and made a great contribution to the Victory over Nazi Germany during
the years of World War II were installed. These are the heroes of the
Soviet Union: Major General Ivan Nekrasov, General-Colonel Nikolai
Novikov, Major General Alexander Skvortsov, Lieutenant General
Dmitry Smirnov, and Army General Mikhail Malinin. The architect of
this project was Konstantin Fomin and the sculptor was Andrey
Korobtsov.

The opening of the memorial was attended by the leaders of the region
and the city, representatives of the Russian military and historical
society, military people, veterans and members of the regional patriotic
youth associations.
Alexandra Ilyina, Deputy Executive Director of the Russian Military and
Historical Society said at the ceremony, “Every family in our country
was affected by the tragedy of World War II. Only Kostroma gave more
than two hundred and sixty thousand people to the front. Over the years,
your fellow countrymen fought courageously and showed the qualities
of real warriors. Our main task today is to remember and honor their
memory. Without the past, there is no future. I would like to wish that
this magnificent Alley, where I have enjoyed walking today, will become
a place of memory for Kostroma citizens and visitors”.
By the 75th anniversary of the Victory in the Great Patriotic War, six
more busts of Heroes of the Soviet Union and Full Cavalier of the Order
of Glory will have been installed here. The Alley was said to become
one of the most significant memorials created in Russia in 2019.
I. How are the following related to the Alley of Heroes in Kostroma?
The 75th anniversary, August 13, Alexander Vasilevsky, Konstantin
Fomin, December 2017, Alexandra Ilyina, 260 thousand people.
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II. Match the highlighted words in the text to their meaning:
Winning, set up, connected, visited, touched, bravely, soldiers,
wonderful, important.
III. Answer the following questions:
1. When was the Avenue of Heroes opened?
2. Where is the Avenue located?
3. Whose busts can you see in the Avenue?
4. Who attended the opening of the Avenue?
5. How many busts will there be by the 75th anniversary of the Victory
in the Great Patriotic War?
IV. Collect information about one of the Heroes whose bust is in the
Avenue. Present your findings to the class.
V. Do you agree with the following statement? Discuss.
Without the past there is no future.

Monument to the Workers of Rear of the Great Patriotic War
One of the many sights dedicated to the
Great Patriotic War in Kostroma is the
Monument to the Workers of the Rear
which is called “Tear”. The monument is
located in Deputatskaya Street next to the
Culture
and
Exhibition
Center
“Gubernsky”. It was opened at the end of
summer 2006.
The monument is a sculptured
composition of a woman and a child. In
2004 there was a contest for the best
sketch a the monument. Everybody was
invited to take part. As a result, Rufia
Simonova – from the city of Soligalich –
was chosen as the winner. Rufia knew
first hand what role not only our glorious
soldiers but also their mothers, wives,
sisters, and children, had played in the
victory. During the years of the Great
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Patriotic War, her own relatives had worked wholeheartedly on a
collective farm and had replaced the men in the fields.
The contest judges chose this woman’s idea because there are not many
monuments in the world in the form of a tear. The monument was made
by Moscow architect Vadim Tserkovnikov. He was already known to
the people of Kostroma for his monument to Grand Prince Yuri
Dolgoruky.
His seven metre tall, bronze, monument is a tribute to the memory of
those workers of the rear during the Great Patriotic War because,
without the support of those who did not pick up arms but stayed to
work and supply the front with food, clothing, and ammunition, the
Great Patriotic War could never have been won. The women, children
and the elderly of Kostroma made a significant contribution to the final
success of the Red Army in the fight against the invaders.
Many school activities devoted to the Great Patriotic War take place
near the monument so that children learn just what war is and become
grateful to those who sacrificed their lives for our future.
I. Give Russian equivalents to the following words and word
combinations:
A tear, an exhibition, to represent, a contest, firsthand, glorious,
wholeheartedly, a collective farm, to replace, a judge, a tribute, to
sacrifice, success, an invader.
II. Give English equivalents to the following words and phrases:
Великая Отечественная война, принимать участие в конкурсе, в
результате, архитектор, дань памяти, брать в руки оружие, вносить
значительный вклад в …, быть благодарным кому-либо.
III. Answer the following questions:
1. When was the monument officially opened?
2. Where is the monument located?
3. Whose idea was it to make a monument in the form of a tear?
4. Who created this monument?
5. To whom is this monument dedicated?
6. Why do many school activities take place near to the monument?
IV. Look at the picture of the monument, above and then describe
the woman and the boy. (Their appearance, facial expressions, clothes,
your feelings and emotions when looking at this monument.)
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Monument to the Children of Besieged Leningrad
The monument to the children of the
besieged city of Leningrad who died
from exhaustion during the Great
Patriotic War, was opened on January
27, 2011 in Kostroma. It is located
between the Constitution Square and
School № 38.
The opening of the monument was
timed to coincide with the 67th
anniversary of the end of the siege of
Leningrad, which lasted around 900
days – from September 8, 1941, to
January 27, 1944. During the siege,
according to various estimates, over
four hundred thousand to a million
people died in the city. Only three
percent died of bombing and shelling;
ninety-seven percent of the inhabitants
of the city died of starvation.
More than ten thousand Leningrad
children and teenagers were evacuated
to Kostroma during the war. They were
placed in boarding schools, hospitals,
and with families. Kostroma organized
the collection of food products and
warm clothes. Unfortunately they could
not save everyone. Exhausted by hunger
and diseases, many of them had practically no chance to survive. Three
hundred children were buried in Lazarevsky cemetery. Originally there
was a plaque which was then replaced by a memorial stone. Now there
is a birch forest and a monument created by architect A.Shakhov. The
monument features a fragment of a brick wall with children’s drawings
and inscriptions in chalk and a boarded-up window at the top. On both
sides of the path leading to the monument, there are anti-tank
hedgehogs whilst, both at the monument and around it, one can see
flowers and soft toys brought by people of today.
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After the war many evacuated children returned home to Leningrad but
some of them stayed to live in the Kostroma region. Here they can bow
their heads to the brothers and sisters who never had a childhood, as
burning pain continues to live in the hearts of both veterans and those
who were children during the war.
I. Match the words in bold with their meanings below:
Words carved on, serious weakening and loss of energy, shows
something in a proud manner, a narrow road, happen at the same time,
surrounded by enemies, moved people from an unsafe location to safety.
II. To what do these numbers refer: 2011, 38, 97, 300, 10 000.
III. Fill in where, how many, when, who, why, then answer the
questions:
1. … was the monument to the children of the besieged Leningrad
opened ?
2. … is the monument situated in Kostroma?
3. … days did the siege of Leningrad last?
4. … Leningrad children were brought to Kostroma during 1942?
5. … did some of the evacuated children not survive?
6. … created the monument?
IV. Imagine you want to tell your English pen-friend about one of
the monuments dedicated to World Ward II in your city. Use the
information in the article and then speak to your class.
V. What do you know about the children’s life in besieged
Leningrad? Do you know anyone of those who were evacuated from
Leningrad to Kostroma in 1942? Tell the class.

Victory Park
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Victory Park in Kostroma is a tribute to the
memory of soldiers who fought in the Great
Patriotic War, and the victory that was paid for
so dearly by Soviet people.
Although Kostroma was not attacked during the
war, it still had to deal with a lot of difficulties
between 1941–1945.Thousands of Kostroma
people died during those dark years. Victory
Park has become a kind of gift from the modern
generation to the veterans of that dreadful war.
It was opened at the time of the 65th anniversary
of the Great Victory. It has a wonderful
collection of military equipment: tanks,
cannons, airplanes and other weapons. There is
also a battlefield path equipped with trenches,
anti-tank hedgehogs and a monument to air
defense missile crewmen and combat engineers.
Picturesque greenery, peaceful parkways, and
paths make the park a wonderful place of rest
for people of all ages. There is also a children’s
playground
with
a
rollerblading
and
skateboarding arena.
Concerts, festivals and firework displays are
held in Victory Park on different holidays.
However, the most important date is the 9th of
May, Victory Day, on which the park becomes
crowded. The traditional patriotic festival
known as “the Voice of Victory” attracts
thousands of visitors every year. People enjoy
performances shown by the city’s best artists;
they listen to old wartime songs and dance to
the music of those days. Veterans, together with children, plant young
trees in the park. This action teaches the younger generation to respect
the environment and be grateful to those who gave their loves so that we
could live in peacetime.
I. Give Russian equivalents to the following words and word
combinations:
Tribute, memory, generation, dreadful, anniversary, cannon, weapon,
path, picturesque, attract, environment.
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II. Give English equivalents to the following words and phrases:
Дорого заплатить за что-либо, сталкиваться с трудностями,
современное поколение, боевая техника, фронтовая дорога,
противотанковые «ежи», люди всех возрастов, песни военного
времени, быть благодарным за что-либо.
III. Answer the following questions:
1. When was Victory Park open?
2. Did Kostroma suffer from aerial attacks during World War II?
3. What can you see in Victory Park?
4. What activities can you do in Victory Park?
5. What festival is held on the 9th of May?
6. What does planting trees with veterans on the 9th of May teach
children?
IV. Fill in: equipment, festival, soldier, deal, picturesque, victory,
celebrate, collection, anniversary, attracts.
1. Russia paid a heavy price for this ____________ in the war.
2. “Miss Mary; tell us that story again about the Belgian
_____________ who won the war”.
3. I can’t _____________ with that problem right now.
4. Tom and Mary had a romantic dinner to celebrate the first
___________ of their being together.
5. If Jane’s mother were in Japan, I could invite her to the Doll’s
___________.
6. The new amusement park ________ visitors to the city.
7. Tom and Mary ____________ Christmas together every year.
8. He has a good __________ of modern paintings.
9. Doctors use medical ______________.
10. This island is one of the most _________________ places in the
world.
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TEST YOURSELF
I. Choose A, B or C for each question (1–15)
1. The memorial “Eternal Flame” is dedicated to those who …
a) received the title “Hero of the Soviet Union”
b) did not come back from the front
c) died in Kostroma hospitals.
2. The heroic deed of Alexander Matrosov was repeated by …
a) Vadim Knyazev
b) Yury Smirnov
c) Dmitry Ushkov
3. The hero who blew himself up along with the Germans was …
a) Alexey Golubkov
b) Yury Belenogov
c) Alexader Novikov
4. Who was crucified on the wall of the dugout?
a) Ivan Kharchin
b) Yury Smirnov
c) Vadim Knyazev
5. Who was a sapper battalion commander?
a) Peter Scherbina
b) Ivan Harchin
c) Alexander Skvortsov
6. Vadim Knyazev was …
a) a common soldier
b) a tank commander
c) a submachine gunner
7. Who often had to restore connection under enemy fire?
a) Peter Scherbina
b) Alexey Golubkov
c) Alexander Skvortsov
8. … are walled up in the pedestal of the monument of Glory.
a) some photos of soldiers
b) some letters from the front
c) five cartridges with the earth from the battle fields
9. Kostroma scientists discovered the way to make … from textile
waste.
a) machine-gun belts
b) explosive
c) tarpaulin
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10. Kostroma is considered to be a God-protected city thanks to …
a) a lot of churches
b) the miracle-working icon that appeared in our city in the 13th
century
c) the Romanov dynasty
11. Ever-burning fire is a symbol of …
a) Victory
b) eternal memory
c) peace
12. People were evacuated to the rear regions in order to …
a) to improve their living conditions
b) to give them a good job
c) to save their lives
13. Most of the evacuated children were placed …
a) in the countryside
b) in the city of Kostroma
c) in the families of Kostroma citizens
14. The main idea of the immortal regiment is to show …
a) portraits of those who died in the war
b) how many people never came back from the war
c) that those who died in the war will always live in our hearts
15. The monument called … is dedicated to the workers of the Rear
during the Great Patriotic War.
a) Tear
b) Glory
c) Victory
II. Writing
On the 9th of May every year we celebrate Russia’s greatest holiday –
the Victory Day. Our country paid a great price for the Victory in the
Great Patriotic War. Every family has its own heroes, every family
remembers those grandparents and great-grandparents, who fought in
that terrible war and paid dearly for our peaceful life.
Write an essay on the topic “My Family during the Great Patriotic
War”.
Write 200–250 words.
III. Watch and discuss
Follow the Internet link (https://youtu.be/y5BtThEg1R0) and watch the
video devoted to the 75th anniversary of Victory Day. In this video you
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will see a Literary and musical evening prepared and presented by the
students of the Russian department of Durham University on the 11 th of
February 2020. Answer the questions:
1. Where does the evening take place?
2. What does this event include?
3. What made the greatest impression on you?
The Great Patriotic War is an important part of our history. It
concerns every family in the country, that’s why people made up a lot of
poems and songs about the war. These songs are still very popular
among people. “The Day of Victory” has become a national symbol of
the Victory, and you can hardly find a person in our country who does
not know “Katyusha”.
The Day of Victory
(translated by Boris Anisimov)
The Day of Victory, like an ember in the fire,
Seemed so distant, but remained our hearts’ desire.
Miles behind us, scorched and battered there we stood,
Bringing victory as closer as we could
That’s our Day of Victory
Ringing through the skies
Proud and joyful
We have bought it for a price
There is gladness
But with sadness in our eyes.
The Day of Victory!
The Day of Victory!
The Day of Victory!
Plants and factories kept on working day and night
On the home front we’ve put up a valiant fight
Without respite toiling for the common good
Bringing victory as closer as we could
That’s our Day of Victory
Ringing through the skies
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Proud and joyful
We have bought it for a price
There is gladness
But with sadness in our eyes.
The Day of Victory!
The Day of Victory!
The Day of Victory!
Come now, mother. I have made it back to you...
Feel like running barefoot in the morning dew.
Miles behind us, we’ve lost many souls for good
Bringing victory as closer as we could
That’s our Day of Victory
Ringing through the skies
Proud and joyful
We have bought it for a price
There is gladness
But with sadness in our eyes.
The Day of Victory!
The Day of Victory!
The Day of Victory

Katyusha
Apple trees and pear trees went into blooming,
River mists began a floating flow,
She came out and went ashore, Katyusha!
On the lofty bank, on the steeply shore.
She came out and sang she song about
Her young friend, the bluish eagle from steppe
All about the one she dearly loved,
The one whose letters she treasured and kept.
Hey, a song, the song of the young girl,
Fly and go after the bright Sun,
Find a soldier on the distant borderlands
Say hello from Katya waiting long for him.
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Let him remember the young and simple maiden,
Let him hear the song she now sings,
Let him protect his Motherland for sure,
And their love Katyusha will protect.

Использованная литература:
Голубев Евгений Петрович. Боевые звезды: Герои
Советского Союза – костромичи / Ред. В. Ижицкий. –
Кострома, 2009. – 464 с.: ил.

42

Notes

43

Notes

44

45

